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The Compound Index was derived from a factorial analysis. The four biological risks factors that were found to be most related to
diabetes mortality were obesity, hypertension, hyperlipidemia and having an age of 55 years or more. Additional analysis included four
separate regressions for each of the explanatory variables and the coefficients obtained were the following: obesity 0.932 (6.048,
0.346), hypertension 1.136 (5.985, 0.338), hyperlipidemia 0.599 (4.485, 0.234),) and age greater or equal to 55 years of age 1.078
(3.273, 0.133). Values in parentheses represent the student-t and the r2.

The Compound Index was derived from a factorial analysis of the following variables: Ethnicity (indigenous and afro) population,
monthly income less thant 100 U.S., unemployed status, gender, % of the population with less than 6 years of education and % of the

hypertension. Unemployement and less education
appear also to be related to mortality from diabetes.

population with an age greater or equal to 65 years. The socioeconomic factors most related to diabetes mortality in Panama were: %
of the population with less than 6 years of education, % of unemployed population and the % of the population aged over 65 years.
Additionally, a multiple linear regression analysis yielded the following coefficients for these variables, -0.86 (-4.48) 0.52 (4.72) and 1.18
(10.04) respectively. Values in parentheses are the t statistics - student. The coefficient r2 was 0.283 and the correlation 0.532. The
dependent variable was the crude mortality rate for diabetes mellitus.
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